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Chemical Hazard Signs

In the coming years the orange or yellow triangular signs (i.e. hazard signs) will no longer be used to warn against
chemical hazards. They will be replaced by the 'Globally Harmonized System' (GHS) of labels. The new signs will take
the form of a diamond-shape with a black symbol on a white background and a red border. This system has the aim of
ensuring that, for example, the term ‘corrosive substances’ means the same everywhere in the world.

Some background information about the need for the GHS system

GHS is a system that defines and classifies the hazards of chemical products. Through it health and safety information is
communicated on labels and material safety data sheets (called Safety Data Sheets, or SDSs in GHS). The aim of all this
is to have a set of rules, a format and content for labels and safety data sheets (SDS) that will be used throughout the
world. This system was developed by an international team of hazard communication experts.

At the moment many different countries use different systems for classification and labelling of chemical products. In
some cases different systems exist in the same country. This proved to be expensive for governments to regulate and
enforce and costly for companies who have to abide by the different systems imposed. It has also been confusing for
workers since they have to understand the hazards involved in order to be safe at work.

The GHS system is designed to cover all hazardous chemicals. It can be adopted to cover chemicals that are dealt with
in workplaces, transport, consumer products, pesticides and pharmaceuticals. It is of interest to various parties such as
workers, transport workers and emergency responders.

In the coming pages one will find the nine signs used in the GHS system.
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Hazard Pictograms

Properties

- Red diamond frame.
- The symbol should be black and placed on a white background.
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